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President’s Message 
 

 

 

 

Hello Carolinas Section Members! 

 

As I reflect on 2021, it was a year to remember. Despite 

all of the chaos in 2021, we're so thankful life seems to be 

returning back to normal. What a great year of traveling 

and socializing in our Section. The Lowcountry Team was 

the first to kick off the 2021 events with a Cars & Donuts 

in March.  We had a great finish with our Holiday Dinner 

in December in the revitalized downtown area of 

Columbia, SC.  In between, we visited every area in our 

Section. We enjoyed the mountains in Asheville and the 

Highlands Motoring Festival, photography in Greenville, 

SC and a detailing clinic in the Charlotte area.  We also 

went to the beaches in the Grand Strand area and the Cars 

at Kiawah. And don’t forget about the 300 MBCA 

members at the Mercedes Freude in Hilton Head Island.  

 

Amid the unpredictability, we're happy that one thing for 

us remains constant - the unbridled joy and satisfaction of 

our Mercedes-Benz vehicles. I'm sure you can relate! 

Whatever else may be going on in our lives, it's wonderful 

to sit down, relax, and look forward to our new year. We have so many exciting things ahead of 

us! We are now in the planning process for 2022 events, exploring more of the Carolinas Section, 

as well as going to Nashville, Alabama, and finishing the year with our Holiday event in Pinehurst, 

NC. Make sure you look at the list of events on pages 5-6 in this newsletter. Although many events 

are still in the planning phase, I hope every member will join us during the year to continue the 

FUN of being active in the Carolinas Section. 

 

Our Board members will continue to work tirelessly to enhance your Mercedes-Benz experience. 

We sincerely appreciate all of our members that are participating in our events. On behalf of 

everyone at the Carolinas Section, THANK YOU so much for sticking with us and contributing 

to this wonderful community.  

 

 

See you soon!! 

 

Jane 

 

 

Jane Martinez, President 

MBCA Carolinas Section 
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You should really look at our Facebook page 

and explore the Carolinas Section MBCA 

website.   We also have a YouTube site.  Frank 

Towson, Social Media Director, and Tony 

Martinez, Webmaster, have been working 

during the past months on getting these sites 

updated and full of interesting items for our 

members. If you have any interesting 

suggestions or ideas, please let Tony know at 

mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com. 

These links should be the place to go to find out 

the latest news about the Carolinas Section!  

 
  

Carolinas Section Website and Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
mailto:mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
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Carolinas Section Calendar of Upcoming In-Person Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Details coming soon …. 

 

Late January or February ............. Introduction of new 2022 EQS Sedan at Hilton Head 

Mercedes Dealership 

 

March 4-6 –  .................................... Amelia Island Concours 

 

April 28-May 1 –  ............................ Nashville Music City Medley Weekend            

(Peachtree Section – See details on the following page) 

 

May 28-30 –  .................................... Sandhills Motoring Festival, Pinehurst, NC 

 

June –  .............................................. Tour of the Tuskaloosa, Alabama Mercedes-Benz 

factory and performance driving at Talladega 

(tentative) 

 

Sept 30 – Oct 2 –  ............................ Cape Fear River Motoring Tour in Wilmington, NC 

(tentative) 

 

Nov 5-6 –  ......................................... Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance 

https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html  

 

Dec 2-4 –  ......................................... Holiday weekend at Pinehurst Resort in Pinehurst, NC 

  

https://www.mbusa.com/en/vehicles/class/eqs/sedan?sd_campaign_type=Search&sd_digadprov=Resolution&sd_campaign=Corporate_Brand_LF_Classes_General&sd_channel=GOOGLE&sd_adid=EQS+General&sd_digadkeyword=2022+eqs&gclid=Cj0KCQiA2sqOBhCGARIsAPuPK0hJ6OCQBpZm78TX9NTXSqlfDcwqnmuGdSka1rAdbikN1lXHxAipCtIaAt_oEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds#gallery
https://www.ameliaconcours.com/
https://www.sandhillsmotoringfestival.com/
https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
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Nashville Music City Medley Weekend 
April 28- May 1, 2022 

Hosts Doug and Karen Geganto 

 

We’re going to Music City this coming April! 28-May1, 2022.  

If haven’t been to Nashville in a long time or you’ve never been 

to Nashville, then you need to join us for a fabulous weekend 

of fun and nostalgia. Your Nashville journey begins on 

Thursday April 28th as you drive from you home to Nashville. 

Most of the trip will be on well-travelled Interstates.  Plan to 

arrive Thursday at our hotel, The Four Points Sheraton. I’ve 

reserved a block of 25 rooms at a rate of $149. This includes 

breakfast and free parking.   

 

Our “cut-off date” for accepting 

reservations into this room block is April 

14, 2022, so make your reservations early. 

The direct link to make reservations is 

Book your group rate for MCBA Peachtree 

(Atlanta Mercedes Benz Club). Let’s plan 

on an informal get together on Thursday 

evening about 5:30 pm in one of the hotel 

conference rooms.  Bring a snack to share 

and your own beverage. There are several 

restaurants close by for dinner. 

 

The Fun starts on Friday with a 9:30 am tour of the historic Ryman Auditorium in downtown 

Nashville. Sign up for this tour when you register for the weekend. Please be advised that parking 

downtown is a challenge and expensive, so I encourage you to double up whenever possible. There 

are a few parking lots within walking distance After we finish at the Ryman there are a few options. 

whomever wants could remain downtown and visit the Country Music Hall of Fame Tickets can 

be purchased at the box office. The next option is a tour of the Hermitage the home of Andrew 

Jackson, the 7th President of the United States. Sign up for this tour when you register.  After 

visiting the Hermitage our final stop for the day will be the Lane Motor Museum which houses a 

unique collection of automobiles. Dinner on Friday will be on your own or we might get a group 

to go downtown to Broadway and experience one of the famous entertainment joints on Broadway.  

Saturday, I’m pretty sure we’ll have a joint driving event with members of the Nashville section 

which will start in Brentwood (just south of Nashville) and end at a restaurant for lunch just south 

of Franklin TN.  You’ll be given direction to Downtown Franklin, TN which is a historic and 

scenic downtown district. Don’t spend a lot of time shopping because we have to meet at the 

Bavarian Bierhaus for dinner at 5PM.  Choose your dinner selection when you register for the 

weekend. 

 

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 

https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1637795897348&key=GRP
https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1637795897348&key=GRP
https://ryman.com/
https://countrymusichalloffame.org/
https://www.lanemotormuseum.org/
https://downtownfranklintn.com/
https://downtownfranklintn.com/
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We’ll wrap up our weekend with a 7 pm show at the Grand Ole Opry.  I’ve reserved a block of 44 

Tier 3 seats, but additional seats are available if we sell out this block. Sign up for the Opry when 

you register for the weekend. 

After breakfast Sunday feel free to head home or stay on to see a few more of the Nashville sites 

or stay an additional day to explore a bit longer in Nashville. If you head home on Interstate 24 

you could make a side trip to Lynchburg TN to the Jack Daniels distillery. 

 

Registration details coming soon for the Music City Medley Weekend. 

 

 

Look for additional events added as the year progresses. And the future looks bright! 

 

The Board is currently planning events for 2022.  It’s time to get out and get active again.  Our 

cars are for driving, so let’s GO and have some FUN! 

 
Most of the events on the preceding pages have links to websites that enable you to register online.  For 

those of you who prefer to register via US Mail, you can complete the form below. If the event has limitations 

on the attendance, your reservation will be considered when it is received. 

 

IF YOU PREFER TO REGISTER AND SEND A CHECK FOR ANY CAROLINAS 

SECTION EVENT PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND MAIL BEFORE 

DEADLINE OR AT LEAST TWO (2) WEEKS EARLIER THAN EVENT DATE TO: 

Marsha Wilmot, 737 Salerno Circle Unit F, Myrtle Beach, SC  29579 

Make check payable to Carolinas Section - MBCA  

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FOR EACH EVENT 

Event Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Names of members attending:  _________________________________________________________ 

Names of guests attending:     __________________________________________________________          

Phone number:  __________________________________    

E-mail:  ______________________________________ 

Number attending    _____    x    $_______ =   $________________ 

Additional 

information_____________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: 

THIS FORM CAN ONLY BE USED FOR CAROLINAS SECTION EVENTS.  EVENTS 

HOSTED BY OTHER MBCA SECTIONS OR ORGANIZATIONS MUST REGISTER FOR THEIR 

EVENTS PER THEIR REQUIREMENTS. 

.   

 

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 

https://www.opry.com/
https://www.jackdaniels.com/en-us/visit-us
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Charleston Weekend – October 15 – 16, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a gorgeous Low Country Fall 

afternoon, MBCA members from the 

Carolinas and Peachtree Sections gathered 

at the Hampton Inn, Mount Pleasant, for a 

quick van ride over the Ravenel Bridge into 

Charleston for a sunset cruise in Charleston 

Harbor.  The Carolina Belle provided the 

venue and Captain Bob the narration as we 

toured the harbor – highlights were closeup 

views of Fort Sumter, the USS Yorktown, 

and floating under the spectacular Ravenel 

at sunset – priceless!  Thereafter, members 

adjourned to the Hotel Indigo for food and 

libations. 

 

Saturday morning dawned another 

gorgeous day and we were off to Cars on 

Kiawah, an annual event on Kiawah Island focused on the best of the best in collector cars – 

beautiful ride once we managed to escape to traffic heading to Folly Beach!  As advertised, 

Kiawah offered a great collection of very special cars in an idyllic setting.  In the afternoon, club 

members were free to explore Charleston at their leisure and maybe take a well-deserved nap! 

 

We wrapped up the weekend with an excellent dinner at the Charleston Harbor Fish House where 

we enjoyed a direct view of the Yorktown in a quasi-private setting – great food and great 

comradery!  All in all, a perfect MBCA weekend in the Holy City was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Article and Selected Photos by John Stine, MBCA Carolinas Member 

Mount Pleasant is connected to the Charleston peninsula by 

the iconic Arthur Ravenel, Jr. Bridge, which opened to 

pedestrian and automotive traffic on July 16, 2005. 

https://discoversouthcarolina.com/mount-pleasant
https://discoversouthcarolina.com/mount-pleasant
https://www.ihg.com/hotelindigo/hotels/us/en/mount-pleasant/chsmp/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-IN-_-US-_-CHSMP
https://www.carsonkiawah.com/
https://www.carsonkiawah.com/
https://www.follybeach.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina
https://charlestonharborfishhouse.com/
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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Charleston Weekend (continued) 

We had fun on our sunset cruise in Charleston Harbor 

Patriots Point in Charleston Harbor is a 

 great interactive museum for families. 

Cars on Kiawah hosted its fifth annual display of over 250 of the region's most outstanding automobiles,  

in the scenic location of Ocean Park on Kiawah Island. 

Article and Selected Photos by John Stine, MBCA Carolinas Member 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.carsonkiawah.com/
https://www.carsonkiawah.com/
https://www.carsonkiawah.com/


10 
 

Mercedes Freude -- A Visit to the Jepson Collection 
 

 

 

 
 

I’d heard about the Jepson Collection since 2019 when his 

1938 Mercedes 540K won Best of Show at the Hilton Head 

Concours; and wondered if I’d ever be lucky enough to see it. 

Earlier this year Karen and I hosted a club weekend trip to 

Savannah; I contacted Mr. Jepson about bringing some of the 

Peachtree members to see his collection, unfortunately he was 

going to be at a show in Texas and wouldn’t be available to 

show us his cars. Again, I wondered if I’d ever be lucky 

enough to see the collection, I’d heard so much about, and then 

Freude happened and one of the events was a private tour of 

his stable of cars; I signed up and fortunately made the cut as the number of spaces was limited. 

 

Just north of Hilton Head on a quiet historical 6,000 acre Southern plantation, Gregorie Neck, is 

the home of a truly exceptional and interesting Southern gentleman, Robert Jepson Jr., Bob, as he 

likes to be called, has a 

small collection of 21 

unique automobiles, 

“The Jepson Collection”. 

This collection, put 

together by Robert 

Jepson is truly a 

masterpiece of 

automotive technology, 

art and performance. 

From the club’s 

perspective the gem of 

the collection must be 

the 1938 Mercedes 

540K. This beautiful 

one-of-a-kind custom-

built automobile was 

built especially for a 

wealthy Swedish citizen. 

If you made it to the 

2019 Hilton Head 

Concours the 540K was 

Best in Show.  

  

Article and Selected Photos by Doug Geganto, MBCA National Vice President 

1938 Mercedes 540K Best of Show 2019 Hilton Head Concours 
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Nestled on a small knoll after a drive down the plantation’s private road are five garages that house 

the Jepson Collection.  Housed in these climate-controlled buildings are twenty-one of the finest 

examples of American and European automobiles that date back to the 1920’s.  

 

His collection includes Mercedes-Benz, Bugatti, Delahaye, Packard, Rolls Royce, Horsch 

(predecessor to AUDI), Lincoln, Chrysler and so many others that the list could go on for half a 

page. Once everyone arrived and gathered, Mr. Jepson began the tour and provided a brief history 

of each vehicle, when he acquired it, a history of the car, the amount of work required to bring it 

to its current condition, 

how well the cars handle 

when driven, 

idiosyncrasies about the 

car, and information on 

previous owners. Bob 

said the two cars he 

enjoys driving are the 

1938 Delahaye which 

has a unique grill 

representative of the 

French flag and 

innovative electronic 

shifting and the 1938 

Bugatti which won Best 

of Show at the 2021 Sand 

Hills Motoring Festival 

in May 2021. 

The front garages, behind this building is another garage that houses seven more cars. 

Bob telling us about his restored 1920’s Ford woody and the restoration process. 

Mercedes Freude -- A Visit to the Jepson Collection (continued) 
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He has cars previously owned by boxing champion Jack Dempsey, financier J.P. Morgan, 

automotive magnate Edsel Ford, and several other famous people. 

 

1938 Delahaye 

Mercedes Freude -- A Visit to the Jepson Collection (continued) 

1938 Delahaye 
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After the tour we were free to visit 

the garages and get a closer look at 

all his cars. Knowing the history 

behind each car made taking a closer 

look at the cars much more 

interesting and beneficial. In the true 

spirit of Southern Hospitality Mr. 

Jepson catered a delicious Southern 

Barbeque lunch for us consisting of 

Barbecued Brisket, Baked Beans, 

Collard Greens, Potato Salad, 

homemade biscuits, and an 

assortment of Southern Cakes. 

 

Visiting this collection was, in my 

opinion, a major highlight of 

Mercedes Freude. 

 

  

1938 Bugatti Best of Show 2021 Sand Hills Motoring Festival 

After lunch Marvin Waters presented Bob with a ceramic replica of his 

1938 Bugatti in appreciation of his allowing the club to visit and view his 

beautiful cars. 

Mercedes Freude -- A Visit to the Jepson Collection (continued) 
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A few of Bob Jepson’s Cars  …  

1927 Isota Franschini 

Jack Dempsey's Car 1936 Horsch 

Mercedes Freude -- A Visit to the Jepson Collection (continued) 

Stutz Bearcat Roadster 

Stutz Bearcat Roadster 
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Lincoln V8 owned by Edsel Ford 

Rolls Royce 

Mercedes Freude -- A Visit to the Jepson Collection (continued) 

Article and Photos by 

Doug Geganto, MBCA 

National Vice President 

Bugatti Engine 

JP Morgan's Mansfield custom-built to look like a Rolls Royce 
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Mercedes Freude -- the Inaugural National Event 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercedes Freude, the Joy of Everything Mercedes, is the annual event organized by MBCA.  We 

were fortunate that the Carolinas Section’s Hilton Head Island and its wonderful Concours 

d’Elegance was selected to be the first location for this national event.  About 300 members from 

across the US joined us, and you will be able to read more about the event in the January-February 

issue of the Star magazine.    

 

The activities started on Tuesday, November 2 with the opening reception at the Omni Hilton 

Head Resort.  On Wednesday, the technical and educational sessions took place.  Several of the 

presenters were either members of our Section or recommended by some of our Section members.  

Dale Moss provided a detailing session and Ramsey Potts discussed the current State of the 

Collector Car Market. Thursday allowed our members to either visit the Robert Jepson car 

collection, or the Butterfield Plantation, both in the Lowcountry area of our Section. Friday was a 

day for rallies and driving.  Guy Smith, part of the Bruce Wood’s Lowcountry Team, had a hand 

in all of the drives.  He planned the routes for the Monte Carlo (TSD) Rally as well as the Historical 

Drive.  Both traveled the back country roads, with the Historical Drive stopping at the Old Sheldon 

Church ruins and Fort Fremont. 

 

The final awards banquet was held on Friday evening allowing for more comradery and sharing 

of the events and sights seen each day.  Several awards were presented including the Section of 

the Year given to our neighbor Section - Peachtree.  Our Section member, Jim O’Sullivan, was 

awarded the Silver Star Award by former National President Terry Kiwala. It is a distinguished 

Global award presented by Daimler-Benz, which recognizes a lifetime of achievement and service 

to the Mercedes-Benz marque. Over the 65-year history of MBCA, only 9 (nine!) members have 

received this award. And now Jim is our 10th recipient of this prestigious award.  Many of our 

Section’s members have traveled with Jim on the MBCA trips to Germany.  We are fortunate to 

have him in our Section!   

 

Not only was our Lowcountry Team actively involved with the planning, assistance and advice 

about the Lowcountry area for Mercedes Freude, most are also actively involved with the Hilton 

Article by Jane Martinez, MBCA Carolinas President 

https://mercedes-freude.mbca.org/
https://www.hhiconcours.com/
https://www.hhiconcours.com/
https://www.mbca.org/star/november-december-2021
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/hilton-head?utm_campaign=omni_ohr_hltnhd_all_x_br_prop_hilton+head_en_exact_us&utm_content=58700006571189355&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=43700059411992787&gclid=Cj0KCQiA2sqOBhCGARIsAPuPK0hhOWnE-C5Iibt5Uh-JltJkx0apfbSF3uP_saJYbtO2LtvRCBbikEQaAuHGEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/hilton-head?utm_campaign=omni_ohr_hltnhd_all_x_br_prop_hilton+head_en_exact_us&utm_content=58700006571189355&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=43700059411992787&gclid=Cj0KCQiA2sqOBhCGARIsAPuPK0hhOWnE-C5Iibt5Uh-JltJkx0apfbSF3uP_saJYbtO2LtvRCBbikEQaAuHGEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://mercedes-freude.mbca.org/
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Head Island Concours d’Elegance and its related events.  Several of our members attended the 

Grand Motoring Festival on Thursday night that is held annually in conjunction with the HHI 

Concours.  This event, organized by Guy Smith (again), began with a reception and classic 

collector car exhibit.  The attendees were then treated to some short films and the feature film “The 

Secret Race Across America” celebrating the Cannonball run, the famous (or perhaps infamous) 

transcontinental race that inspired some of the era’s most iconic automotive movies.  

 

However, disappointment came on Saturday when the Car Club Showcase and Legends of the 

Autobahn East had to be cancelled due to rain.  LOTS of rain!  However, the Legends of the 

Autobahn East was postponed and held in conjunction with the Sunday Concours.    The weather 

on Sunday, although much better than Saturday, was not the normal warm sunny environment we 

had hoped for.  

 

Paul Harman, another member of our Section, won 3rd place in the Class 4: 1989:2001 of the 

Legends of the Autobahn - East with his 1981 240D that has over 1,215,708 miles. If you haven’t 

seen it yet, come to one of our events that showcase our members’ cars.  Paul is often in attendance!  

 

I would like to personally thank Bruce Wood and his Lowcountry Team for their assistance with 

this event, and we look forward to joining them in 2022.  Although the weekend wasn’t as 

wonderful as it usually is, the tickets for the Concours will be discounted for those returning 

ticketed attendees.  Hope to see everyone then!! I’m sure the Lowcountry Team will have some 

things specially planned for their fellow Carolinas Section Members. 

 

 

  
Article by Jane Martinez, MBCA Carolinas President 

Mercedes Freude -- the Inaugural National Event (continued) 

Click here to see the complete awards list of the 2021 Concours D’Elegance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjUeR4SJd2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjUeR4SJd2U
https://www.hhiconcours.com/2021-concours-delegance-awards.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/2021-concours-delegance-awards.html
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Holiday Event - Columbia, South Carolina 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Carolinas Section Holiday Weekend was held the first weekend of December in the revitalized 

downtown area of Columbia.   

 

Saturday was a wonderful day for those of us that stayed at the 

Trundle Hotel.  We were awakened to the Christmas Parade that 

went right by the hotel. In addition, the Soda City Market, an 

open-air market of foods and other local items, held their weekly 

event along the heart of downtown.   

 

Our guided tour of the newly renovated Columbia Museum 

of Art treated all attendees to a wide variety of artists, from 

Monet to Andy Warhol. Our tour docent showed us how art 

styles evolved from the very simple early paintings to those 

with more dimension and different techniques. It was very informative and thoroughly enjoyable, 

all within walking distance of the hotel.  

 

The Hotel Trundle lobby became the gathering place for some of our members. With the ability 

to get a glass of wine or a locally brewed beer, our members were able to socialize and relax and 

enjoy the scenery.  Our members also explored the neighboring areas, including a walk to the 

South Carolina Capitol Building, when they had free time. 

Article by Tony and Jane Martinez 

The Hampton Street Hotel Trundle Lobby 

https://www.hoteltrundle.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA2sqOBhCGARIsAPuPK0jvRwbuFJDr3Q0jIA03_LlmXpuywlEnwKRc8ga2hB-HsMvWvo3O2kIaAuevEALw_wcB
https://sodacitysc.com/
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/
https://www.hoteltrundle.com/360-tours
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/visit.php
https://www.hoteltrundle.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA2sqOBhCGARIsAPuPK0jvRwbuFJDr3Q0jIA03_LlmXpuywlEnwKRc8ga2hB-HsMvWvo3O2kIaAuevEALw_wcB
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/
https://www.hoteltrundle.com/360-tours
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The weekend was capped off with 

our dinner at Hampton Street 

Vineyards. We all enjoyed the 

wonderful experience since we had 

the entire restaurant reserved for our 

members and guests.  We started 

with a cocktail hour and socialized 

with all of our fellow members in 

attendance.  In addition, Julie 

Bruggner, the National President of 

MBCA, and Doug Geganto, the 

newly-elected National Vice 

President, joined us for our evening 

of FUN.   

 

After a brief speech by Julie, Jane presented Bruce Wood and his Lowcountry Team the 

Carolinas Section Member of the Year award.  Doug then presented the Eastern Region Officer 

of the Year award to our President Jane Martinez.  The food was delicious, and it was a totally 

enjoyable evening!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hampton Street Vineyards 

Holiday Event - Columbia, South Carolina (continued) 

Bruce Wood posing with Jane Martinez as he 

receives the Carolinas Section Member of the 

Year award on behalf of the Lowcountry team. 

Doug Geganto presents the Eastern Region 

Officer of the Year award to our Carolinas 

Section President, Jane Martinez 

https://www.hamptonstreetvineyard.com/
https://www.hamptonstreetvineyard.com/
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Overall, the weekend turned out to be quite a success!! 

  
Article by Tony and Jane Martinez 

top left picture: Diane Rowan, Bill King, John Hameline, Marsha Wilmot, Judy Beers (hidden), Terry Beers 

top right picture: John Salazar, Belkis Salazar, Carlotta Jordan, Bruce Wood (standing), Will Jordan (hidden),         

Terry Barnes, Janet Barnes (back of head) 

bottom left picture: David Thorne, Kelly Avey, Bruce Gorsak, 

bottom right picture: Wilma McFadden, Mark Elvin, Shauna Elvin, John Windle, Bruce Wood, Mark McFadden 

Holiday Event - Columbia, South Carolina (continued) 
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https://www.mbusa.com/en/vehicles/model/gla/suv/gla35w4
https://www.hiltonheadcapitalpartners.com/
https://www.gk-cpa.com/
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Welcome New Members 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are pleased to welcome these new MBCA Carolinas Section members.  See how you can order 

a personalized MCBA name badge on the following pages.   

 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS …  October 1 – December 31, 2021 

 
 

Gaurav Yadav ................................................ Fort Mill, South Carolina 

Carmaletia Keene ........................................... Conway, South Carolina 

Erich Schmidt ................................................. Charleston, South Carolina 

Carson Perrotti ............................................... Charlotte, North Carolina 

Robert Way .................................................... Georgetown, South Carolina 

 
 

 

TRANSFERS … There were no new transfers from other sections during this quarter 

   

And thank you for your renewals to all 374 current Carolinas Section memberships! 

 

 

Some people join for the dealership discounts, some join for socializing with other Mercedes 

owners, and some want access to The Star magazine. We find that those who attend local events 

are most likely to attend more events and get the most enjoyment out of the Club. 

 

New members should also try to spend a little time on the extensive National MBCA website, 

www.MBCA.org.  For starters check out the many benefits under Membership.  Then check out 

all the information under Communities. All our past local Newsletters and upcoming events are 

located in the Carolinas Section. It is also a good place to learn about technical issues and to ask 

questions about your car.  

 

Login for Communities is simple: Enter your e-mail address and whatever password you select.  

Once you login your profile will come up. Verify your personal information. Is it all correct? Is 

your associate member listed? Is your car(s) listed? Simple to correct them right there. Note that 

for security reasons none of your information is stored locally.  So again, welcome to MBCA and 

the Carolinas Section. Do not hesitate to contact any of the Officers for assistance.  

 

 

 

http://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
https://www.mbca.org/our-community
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
https://www.mbca.org/local-clubs-sections
https://www.mbca.org/technical-articles
https://www.mbca.org/user/login
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In the News 

Click this link to order your name badge … https://www.mbca.org/name-badge 

 

Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store in two types of backing (magnetic or 

safety pin) and can be ordered in blue, silver or gold. Costs range from $13.00 for two lines to 

$14.00 for three lines (25 characters maximum per line) and includes mailing costs.  

 

You may also order through the MBCA website by going to www.mbca.org. From there, you 

must then log into your account. After logging in, choose Store from the main menu, choose 

MBCA Event Equipment Store from the next window, scroll down to Name Badge and make 

your selection.  Perfect for socializing at MBCA events!!!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Click here to read the November-December-

2021 online edition of the Star Magazine.  In this 

issue:  

 

 

  

How to Get MBCA Name Badges … Just $13 Each 
 

https://www.mbca.org/name-badge
http://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/star/november-december-2021
https://www.mbca.org/name-badge
https://www.mbca.org/star/november-december-2021
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For Sale by Owner - Mercedes-Benz 
 

 

 

 

Additional Classifieds 

See additional classified ads on the MBCA website at  https://www.mbca.org/classifieds  

 

There are about 75 cars now available for sale. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
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MBCA Carolina’s Section Leadership Team 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Officers and Board of Directors 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Jane Martinez 

Matthews, NC 

(505) 270-3851 

mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER 

Marsha Wilmot 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

mbcacarolinas.treasurer1@gmail.com   

 

NEWSLETTER DIRECTOR (Outgoing) 

John Davis 

Matthews, NC 

mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

NEWSLETTER DIRECTOR (Incoming) 

Judy Beers  

Hilton Head, SC 

mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR 

Carson Thorne 

Charlotte, NC 

cethorne02@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE 

Andy Blondo 

Charlotte, NC  

mbcacarolinas.amg@yahoo.com   

 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

Joe Clemmer 

Gastonia, NC 

mbcacarolinas.technicaldir1@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Mark Elvin 

Hilton Head Island, SC 

mbcacarolinas.vp@gmail.com  

 

 

SECRETARY  

David Thorne 

Charlotte, NC 

mbcacarolinas.secretary@gmail.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Vacant 

 

 

 

WEB MASTER 

Tony Martinez 

Matthews, NC 

mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com  

   

DIRECTOR OF EVENTS 

Mark McFadden 

Charlotte, NC 

mbcacarolinas.events@gmail.com   

 

SPONSORSHIP CHAIR 

Vacant   

 

 

 

 

 

 

…

  

https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-contact
mailto:mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.treasurer1@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:cethorne02@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.amg@yahoo.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.technicaldir1@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.vp@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.events@gmail.com
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Ambassadors and Board Members 

 

Charleston Area - Michele Stine, mps783@aol.com   

Columbia area – Rich Mabie mbcacarolinas.columbia@gmail.com  

Mountains & Upstate Area -- Frank Towson  ftowson@gmail.com 

Low Country, Hilton Head Area – Bruce Wood  bwood@HiltonHeadCP.com  

Grand Strand Area -- John Hameline  mbcacarolinas.myrtlebeach@gmail.com      

Charlotte Metro Area - Wendy Whitehurst  mbcacarolinas.charlotte@gmail.com  

 

Eastern Regional Director 

 

Diana Quinn 

Eastern Region Director 

dianaquinn@me.com 

847-867-0620 (cell) 

770-635-8112 (home)  

www.mbcapeachtree.com  

 

National Officers and Contacts 

 

See The Star magazine or go to https://www.mbca.org/contacts for a list of National 

Officers and contacts.  

 

MBCA Carolina’s Section Leadership Team (continued) 

mailto:mps783@aol.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.columbia@gmail.com
mailto:ftowson@gmail.com
mailto:bwood@HiltonHeadCP.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.myrtlebeach@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.charlotte@gmail.com
http://www.mbcapeachtree.com/
https://www.mbca.org/contacts
https://www.mbusa.com/en/amg#gallery
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Benefits of Volunteering -- Join the Volunteer Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Carolinas Section Team – We Need You! 
 

Volunteering is beneficial for a whole host of reasons:  

• Utilize your skills or learn new ones  

• Meet people and make new friendships  

• Be part of a community and work on a like-minded team  

• Take on a challenge and build a real sense of achievement  

 

However there is one often overlooked reason:  

 

 

Volunteering is just plain FUN! 
 

And that’s what the Carolinas Section is all about! 

 

If you are ready to make friends, improve your mental and physical health, and maybe develop 

new skills along the way, start volunteering. You can change your life and the lives of others when 

you do. Don’t overlook the benefits of volunteering. Embrace them! We need YOU!  

 

Technical Membership Director – Our Section is in need of a volunteer that is proficient in 

Excel to prepare the Membership Reports and work with other data for the Ambassadors and 

Board of Directors. Other duties related to membership data may be included. This person will be 

a member of the Board. 

 

Sponsorship Chair–Coordinates and contacts dealerships and other businesses to promote 

sponsorships for our Section. Will work with our Ambassadors closely and is a member of the 

Board.  

 

Contact Jane Martinez at mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com if you would like to get more 

information or volunteer for one of these positions. 
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Helpful Web Links 
 

 

 

 

 

New QR Code for the Carolinas Section Website … 

Here’s a new QR code you can shoot with the camera on your phone 

that takes you to the Carolinas Section website.   

 

Try it now and see … or, you can just click on it to follow the link.  

The site has been recently renovated and updated, so if you haven’t 

visited recently, you should check out all the new updated content. 

 

 

 

 

Hemmings Daily Website … for automotive enthusiasts … check out these articles … 

a. To take better car photos, step back and zoom in  

b. Are virtual car shows the future of automotive social life?  

c. The 10 greatest performance cars of the 1960s  

 

Facebook -- Carolinas Section MBCA … https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/ 

Mercedes Benz Club of America … https://www.mbca.org/ 

Star Magazine Latest Issue … https://www.mbca.org/star/may-june-2021    

Browse or Trade Vehicles … https://www.mbca.org/classifieds  

Membership Benefits … https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits 

Local Clubs/Sections by Region … https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-

region?title=Eastern+Region  

Mercedes Current News … https://www.mbca.org/current-news 

Past Carolinas Section Newsletters … https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters  

List of Mercedes Dealers in the US … https://www.mbusa.com/en/dealers/browseAll-true   

https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/08/31/for-better-car-photos-step-back-and-zoom-in?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/05/01/are-virtual-car-shows-the-future-of-automotive-social-life?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/06/16/the-10-best-performance-cars-of-the-1960s?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/star/may-june-2021
https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/current-news
https://www.mbca.org/current-news
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
https://www.mbusa.com/en/dealers/browseAll-true
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://www.hemmings.com/stories
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Publication Details 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carolinas Newsletter is a quarterly publication by the Carolinas Section of Mercedes-Benz 

Club of America, Inc., (MBCA) provided to Carolinas Section members. Explicit permission to 

copy or republish any article is given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. 

Other use without written permission is prohibited. The articles in the Carolinas newsletter are 

the opinions of the writers and no authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any 

expressed opinions. The editor reserves the right to edit, and to refuse, any submissions and/or 

advertising. Submission of material constitutes permission to publish. Material for publication 

may be emailed to MBCA Carolinas Section, mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com .  

 

As a member you can also place free ads for your Mercedes Benz vehicles, parts, or accessories 

in this newsletter, at no charge. Submit details to mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com .  Be sure 

to include a photo, description, price and contact information. 

 

Deadlines for submissions are one month prior to publication; December 1st, March 1st, June 1st, 

& September 1st.  Exceptions can be made where practical. 

  

https://www.mbusa.com/en/vehicles/class/gle/suv
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
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Primary U.S. members are eligible for exclusive rebates on the lease or purchase of select 

Mercedes-Benz vehicles after 30-days of consecutive membership. Members must login and 

scroll to the bottom of this page, click the Generate Rebate button, then submit their information. 

This will create a Control Number, CAN and Generated On Date, to give to the participating 

dealer at time of purchase. After the form is submitted, the rebate information can be found at the 

bottom of the rebate page while logged in, or in the My Membership area of your profile. If have 

any problems generating your rebate information after you are eligible, please contact the NBO. 

 

 
 

For a full list of eligible vehicles visit: 

  https://www.mbca.org/mbusa-incentives 

 

For more information and answers to your questions about the 

program, visit.  MBCA U.S Rebate Program FAQ’s 

 

You will only see the red button below if you are signed in to 

your MBUSA account.  It’s easiest if you sign in first and then 

click this link:   https://www.mbca.org/mbusa-incentives 

 

 

 

In the Spotlight …. MBUSA Rebate Incentives 

https://www.mbca.org/mbusa-incentives
https://www.mbca.org/mbusa-incentives
https://www.mbca.org/mbusa-incentives
https://www.mbca.org/sites/default/files/2021-MBCA_Member-Rebate-Program-FAQ.pdf
https://www.mbca.org/mbusa-incentives
https://www.mbca.org/mbusa-incentives
https://www.mbca.org/sites/default/files/2021-MBCA_Member-Rebate-Program-FAQ.pdf

